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Process Paper

When considering the balancing of rights and responsibilities throughout history, one
documentary I watched for AP US History class immediately came to mind. The Janes tells the
story of the Jane Collective, a group of women who ran a safe underground abortion service in
Chicago during the 1960s, set in a time before Roe v. Wade protected the right to choose.
Watching the documentary in a time after Roe v. Wade, when abortion is no longer considered a
constitutional right, made me question how what is or isn’t a right is determined or changes and
more so, at what point it becomes our responsibility as members of American society to
challenge it. Therefore, I set out to investigate the Jane Collective’s role in the history of
women’s reproductive rights in the United States.

I began my research in online databases available to me through my school and the New
York Public Library, getting most of my sources from them. Knowing I wanted to tell the
chronological story of how reproductive rights were developed on a legal level, I started from the
beginning, throughout the 1960s (before the Janes) while extending my research to present-day.
Subsequently, I found Geoffrey R. Stone’s analysis of the history of abortions going as far as
18th century England helpful for understanding the rhetoric surrounding abortion in the US.
Additionally, I also found NPR’s Radio Diaries podcast interview to be the most interesting
because of the full story it provided, from Jane leaders to clients, historians, and even police
officers speaking.

I created my project through a website. | started with a rough outline on Google Docs of
all the pages I’d separate my ideas by and then further developed that Doc by testing out visual
aid placement and drafting out how my writing will be organized. Then, I moved onto the
process of planning website design to make an appealing yet informative website, which I had
slight difficulties learning to navigate but ultimately figured out.

My website demonstrates that when the government does not uphold and protect the
people’s rights, such as restricting women’s healthcare access, it becomes the responsibility of
fellow citizens to form communities for advocacy and action to protect that right and ensure that
it is justly restored or solidified. When the Janes observed women facing higher mortality rates
and injuries due to genuine desperation for the right to choose, they built a network of
trustworthy individuals to help exercise their rights and determined that in creating safe spaces to

disobey, we can challenge the unjust practices of our government.



Overall, the topic of rights and responsibilities is integral to the American rhetoric of
liberty and justice. Yet, in the face of the ever changing status of reproductive rights, especially
in a recently post-Roe era, it is vital we question which rights are ours for the taking as citizens
of the USA and acknowledge that we are all responsible for helping others feel respected by

society and the laws it enforces.
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